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W 17 numerze naszego czasopisma przedsta-
wiamy publikacje pokonferencyjne, artykuty w je-
zyku angielskim i kurdyjskim (dialekcie kurmandzi
i sorani). Teksty znajdujgce sie w niniejszym nu-
merze w wiekszosSci prezentowane byty na ubie-
gtorocznej konferencji zorganizowanej w ramach
naszego projektu badawczego i zatytutowanej
Uncovering The Past Towards the Future, Uniting
Experiences and Values. Kurdistan in Western and
Eastern Research Tradition, ktéra odbywata sie be-
dzie w dniach 24-26.10.2016 w Collegium Maius
Uniwersytetu Jagiellonskiego. Nadrzednym celem
konferenciji byto zorganizowanie mozliwosci spotka-
nia badaczom z Kurdystanu, Europy Zachodnigj i
Srodkowowschodniej. Ponadto, chcielismy podkre-
Sli¢ role trzech aspektéw, ktére w naszej opinii sg
istotne dla rozwoju studiéw kurdyjskich: szerokiego
podejscia teoretycznego, dobrej znajomosci jezyka
kurdyjskiego i kontaktu z badang rzeczywistoscia.

In the 17th issue of our bulletin we publish the pa-
pers in English and Kurdish languages that were
presented during the conference Uncovering The
Past Towards the Future, Uniting Experiences and
Values. Kurdistan in Western and Eastern Research
Tradition which took place in Krakow, at the Jagiel-
lonian University between 24-26.10.2016. The main
aim of the conference was to bring together schol-
ars in Kurdish studies from Kurdistan as well as
from the West and the East of Europe and to stress
the importance of the three elements which today
should contribute to more successful research in
the field of Kurdish studies: the wide theoretical
background, good knowledge of language and the
contact with the studied reality and people.

Hejmara 17an a kovara me tekstén bi inglizi G kurdi
péskési xwendevanan dike. Piraniya nivisén hejmara
dawi dema konferansa navneteweyi ya kurdnasiyé
ya bi navé Uncovering The Past Towards the Future,
Uniting Experiences and Values. Kurdistan in
Western and Eastern Research Tradition (Ji Rabird(
ber bi Dahatlyé Yekkirina Ezmadn G Nirxan Kurdistan
di Iékolinén cihana Rojava G Rojhilat de) hatin péskés
kirin. Konferans di nav rojén 24 -26.10.2016 de i
Zaningeha Yagiellonski li Krakové pék hat. Armanca
sereki ya konferansé ew b0 ku em vekoler (i pisporén
meydana kurdnasiyé yén ji car parceyén Kurdistané
ligel yén ji rojava 0 rojhilaté EwrQpayé bigihine hev.
Ji bili vé, me xwest sé fakteran destnisan bikin ku
rola wan ya di pésvexistina kurdnasiyé de dé gelek
giring be: bingeheke xurt ya teorik ya her lekolineké,
zimané kurdi, peywendiyeke bas digel realiteya kurd
0 Kurdistané.
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Z. ASLIELITSOY'

The Kurdish Hizbullah and Its
Shifting Attitude towards Kurdishness
and the Kurdish Issue in Turkey

ABSTRACT
The Kurdish Hizbullah, which has not any organic tie with Shiite Lebanese one, is one
of the largest militant Islamic groups that arose in Turkey during the 1980s. In its early
years, Hizbullah aimed to liberate the Islamic society in Turkey as a whole, not just
a single region or ethnicity. Advocating ethnic nationalism was contrary to Hizbullah
members’ understanding of the ummah —the community of Muslims. Every activity
they conducted was connected to their struggle for Islam. However, at the beginning
of the 2000s, following the assassination of its leader by the security forces, Hizbullah
disarmed and concentrated on re-establishing its grassroots support through a variety
of charity organizations and adopted a much more positive approach towards Kurd-
ishness. Especially with the establishment of its political party, Huda-Par, the group
moved away from its previous understanding of the unity of Muslims and positioned
itself as a Kurdish-Islamist political party. The reasons of this shift can be ascribed to
the repression from security forces, leadership change, their need for support from re-
ligious Kurdish constituency, and a breakdown in the solidarity between Turkish and
Kurdish Islamists which led to the end of the “Islamic brotherhood” argument that is

no longer enough to manage the ethnic demands of Kurds in Turkey.

The Kurdish Hizbullah (Hizbullah means “party of God” in Arabic) was one of
the largest militant Islamic groups that arose in Turkey during the 1980s. There are
two different accounts explaining the emergence of the Kurdish Hizbullah in Tur-
key. Journalists Rusen Cakir and Mehmet Farac (Cakir, 2001; Farac, 2001) argue
that the founding members of Hizbullah gathered in the Menzil (Range) bookstore

' Z. Asli Elitsoy is a Ph.D. candidate in political science at Bilkent University, Ankara, Turkey.
E-mail: aslielitsoy@bilkent.edu.tr
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of Fidan Gungor in Diyarbakir where they carried out their preliminary organiza-
tional meetings in the early 1980s. Later on, Huseyin Velioglu, the founding leader
of Hizbullah, and his adherents opened the //im (Science) bookstore in Diyarbakir
and the group adopted the name I/imciler (Scientists). Thus, due to ideological
divergences and leadership disputes, Hizbullah members initially split into two
groups: Menzilciler (Rangers) led by Fidan Gungor, and Ilimciler led by Huseyin
Velioglu. According to another view, Hizbullah emerged as a separate entity and
there was no connection between Menzil and Ilim groups. In a personal interview
conducted in Diyarbakir in 2015, Fikri Amedi, an Islamist writer and member of
a Kurdish-Islamist organization, Oze Donus Hareketi (English: Returning to the
Essence Movement), pointed out that the Menzil bookstore was opened by Fidan
Gungor in Diyarbakir in 1978; and the Ilim bookstore was opened by Huseyin
Velioglu in Batman in 1980. Since they were operating in two different provinc-
es, initially there was no connection between Gungor and Velioglu. In the early
1980s, when Velioglu moved to Diyarbakir and opened a branch of Ilim bookstore
there, Velioglu and Gungor met for the first time and engaged a dialog. According
to Amedi, however, they did not act together and the Menzil group did not claim
that they were a faction of Hizbullah.? In the early 1990s, a violent clash erupt-
ed between Ilim and Menzil groups and Fidan Gungor were assassinated by Ilim
members.

Espousing and implementing the main tenets of Hizbullah’s ideology were the
most important criteria for being accepted to the organization. All candidates who
wanted to join the group had to fill out a background report. On these forms, can-
didates were expected to give detailed information not only about themselves but
also their families. The most important indicator of being a member was the idea
of being a true believer. During the 1990s, Hizbullah had about 25,000 adherents,
including 4,000 armed militants (Larrabee & Lesser, 2003: 37). Some of its mem-
bers were assigned as coordinators of villages, schools and mosques to spread the
propaganda and recruit new members. Hizbullah members were economically and
socially alienated from the mainstream society. They typically came from low-in-

come families and half of them were not steadily employed. More importantly, one

2 Personal interview with Fikri Amedi, January 12, 2015.
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fourth did not have any kind of education and about a third of the members only
had an elementary school education level (Ozeren & van de Voorde, 2006).

Although other Islamist groups and religious individuals who did not embrace
Hizbullah’s ideology were targeted by the group, the primary target of the Hiz-
bullah was the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) which was charged by Hizbullah
members with serving communism, murdering Muslims, and dividing the Muslim
community (Gurbuz, 2013: 168). The organization stood as a competitor to the
PKK and tried to win the loyalty of those who opposed the PKK’s Marxist ideol-
ogy on religious grounds (Steinberg, 2013). On the other side, the PKK saw any
other organization, particularly one that appealed to the religious sentiments as a
threat to its own leadership position among the Kurds. The two groups emerged
from essentially the same region and competed for the same local resources such
as recruiting new members and obtaining financial and logistic support from the
people. According to various accounts, during the violent clashes which lasted
from 1991 to 1995, both organizations lost almost 700 close sympathizers and
militants. Apart from the PKK members, leading secular Kurdish political actors,
businessmen, journalists, feminists, intellectuals, and even religious Muslims
who did not support the organization were also targeted by the Hizbullah. More
than 1,000 assassinations were carried out against various civilians who were per-
ceived as supporters of the Kurdish nationalist cause. Well-known victims includ-
ed the Kurdish nationalist writer Musa Anter and a member of parliament for the
pro-Kurdish Democracy Party (DEP) Mehmet Sincar (Gunter, 2004: 67).

Shortly after the capture of the PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan in 1999, Hizbul-
lah found itself on the defensive and under increasing pressure from the Turkish
security forces. On 17 January, 2000, the police raided a house in the Istanbul
suburb of Beykoz as a part of extensive operations; Huseyin Velioglu was killed
and the military wing leader and Istanbul representative of the organization were
arrested. Moreover, in the operations conducted specifically in Diyarbakir between
2000 and 2007, there were 15,000 suspects arrested on the grounds of affiliation
with Hizbullah. While the operations of security forces represented a serious set-
back for Hizbullah, the organization remained alive with its sympathizers. During
the years that followed, Hizbullah concentrated on rebuilding its political wing

and reestablishing grassroots support. Hizbullah members decided that Velioglu’s
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attempt to wage jihad was premature; therefore, the organization returned to the
initial phase of feblig, invitation (Jenkins, 2008). Under the new leadership of Isa
Altsoy, the group moved away from violence and replaced its violent campaign
with one seeking support among the local Kurdish population by social programs
and charitable works. In that period, Hizbullah’s members established a variety of
associations, focusing on Islamic solidarity, education, and health. The most prom-
inent Hizbullah organization was a Diyarbakir-based association, /nsan Haklari ve
Mustazaflarla Dayanisma Dernegi (Association for Human Rights and Solidarity
with the Oppressed), or Mustazaf-Der, founded in 2004. In a new highly success-
ful tactic, the organization had built considerable grassroots support by providing
much needed social services in the impoverished areas.

Mustazaf-Der was effective in organizing mass gatherings in Diyarbakir. The
most striking example of its new strategy was the gathering at Diyarbakir’s Ista-
syon Meydani (Station Square), where almost 130,000 people protested the Dan-
ish cartoon of the Prophet Mohammed in the “Respect to the Prophet” rally on
February 12, 2006. In April 2006, another rally was organized in Diyarbakir with
the attendance of 80,000 people celebrating the birth of the Prophet. Beyond any
doubt, Hizbullah’s popularity has increased through its charity and outreach pro-
grams. Before the 2007 general elections, Mustazaf-Der asked its community to
vote for the Justice and Development Party (AKP) candidates rather than secularist
pro-Kurdish Democratic Society Party (DTP) candidates; because the AKP was
anti-Kemalist and victim of the system like the Kurds and it might bring more
freedom to Islamists (Yavuz, 2009). However, a Diyarbakir court has ordered the
closure of Mustazaf-Der in 2010 because of its ties to the outlawed Hizbullah and,
the Supreme Court approved the closure in May 2012, which catalyzed the estab-
lishment of Hizbullah’s political party, Hur Dava Partisi (Free Cause Party), or
Huda-Par, in December 2012.
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HIZBULLAH’S STANCE TOWARDS “KURDISHNESS”
IN THE 1990S

During the 1990s, Hizbullah typically did not publish any written propaganda nor
claimed responsibility for its actions. Instead, they used religious bookstores and
mosques in many Kurdish cities to spread their ideology. For this reason, the only
source to investigate Hizbullah’s early stance towards the Kurdish ethnic identity
1s the book written by Isa Altsoy, under the pseudonym of 1. Bagasi, in 2004, en-
titled Kendi Dilinden Hizbullah: Miicadele Tarihinden Kesitler [Hizbullah in Its
Own Words: Selections From the History of the Struggle], and the court defenses
of Hizbullah members.

Along with its strategic and tactical transformation, Hizbullah’s stance on
Kurdishness has also been shifting since the early 2000s. There is a remarkable
difference between the organization’s self-identification and theological position
towards the Kurdish issue and Kurdish identity before and after the 2000s. Most
of scholarly research agrees that, until the 2000s, the ultimate goal of Hizbullah
was to overthrow the secular regime of Turkey and to create an Islamic state, not
a Kurdish one. In its early years, considering the Kurdish problem in an Islamic
framework, Hizbullah aimed to liberate Islamic society as a whole, not just a single
region or ethnicity (Uslu, 2007). According to the book written by Isa Altsoy, the
main purpose of the organization was to create a community composed of volun-
teer Muslims who believed the Islamic fraternity (Bagasi, 2004: 23-26). However,
from the 2000s onwards, with its shift to being organized under civil society organ-
izations and later a political party, the organization started to put more emphasize
on Kurdishness and Kurdish cultural and political demands.

In its early years, Hizbullah was defined by its leadership as an Islamic group
that emerged in Kurdistan and consisted of predominantly Sunni Kurdish members
(Y1lmaz, Tutar & Varol, 2011: 140); but the organization had members from sever-
al other ethnic groups as well such as Turks, Arabs, and Chechens. For this reason,
according to Cemal Tutar, the leader of Hizbullah’s military wing, the Hizbullah
community could not be considered as an organization based on ethnic nationalism
and defining Hizbullah as a nationalist organization was impossible. From their

point of view, advocating ethnic nationalism was prohibited by the Quran and the
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hadith, sayings of the Prophet Muhammad, because it was in contrast to under-
standing of the ummabh, the unity of Muslims. Although they did not support any
ethnic claims, however, Hizbullah leaders emphasized the injustice of discrimina-
tion against the Kurds from time to time. For instance, Altsoy described the Kurds
as a great nation that has lived in the same area for 3,500 years, a nation that helped
the expansion of the ummah. He identified Salahaddin Ayyubi, who re-conquered
Jerusalem from the Crusaders, as a historical source of proud for Muslim Kurds.
According to Altsoy, while the Kurds helped their Turkish Muslim brothers during
World War I and the War of Independence, the Kemalist regime tried to destroy
the Islamic identity of the Kurdish people, jailing and torturing Kurdish Muslims.
Altsoy further claimed that Muslim Kurds suffered twice as much as others whom
the Kemalist state sought to suppress, in that that they were persecuted both for
their being Muslims and for their Kurdishness (Bagasi, 2004).

Hizbullah’s objective was to find a solution to historic, social, political, eco-
nomic, and cultural problems of the Kurds through an Islamic approach. Hizbullah
members sought the roots of the Turkish-Kurdish conflict in the establishment of
modern Turkish Republic that attempted to transform the religious community into
a secular and homogeneous nation. For this reason, the only solution to the Kurd-
ish problem was to overthrow the secular regime and replaced it with an Islamic
one. All the problems would have been solved after the collapse of non-Islamic
regime. Hizbullah mainly operated in the Kurdish region; therefore it gained sup-
port mostly among the religious Kurds. However, it was hardly possible to identify
the organization with Kurdishness in its early years, despite its Kurdish character
which contributed to its development. This is due to the fact that the organization
approached ethnic identities and national claims through an Islamic perspective.
The Kurds were the part of the Islamic ummah like other Muslim peoples and
there was not any ethnic group superior to others. Every member of the ummah
was equal and should have been granted with their cultural rights like using one’s
own language. In short, for the Hizbullah leaders, everything was connected to the
struggle for Islam; therefore, they were not pursuing an ethnic policy or putting
emphasize on any ethnic identity. This can be considered as the reason why Hiz-
bullah members supported Turkish-Islamist parties in the local and general elec-

tions instead of nationalist Kurdish parties during the 1990s and afterwards. By
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doing so, they claimed to save the region’s Islamists from the PKK and, according
to Rusen Cakir (Cakir, 2007), contributed to the increased support for the Welfare
Party (RP), and later the AKP.

HIZBULLAH SHIFTING ATTITUDE TOWARDS
KURDISHNESS IN THE 2000S

The most prominent Islamic association founded by Hizbullah members in 2004
was the Mustazaf-Der which gained considerable support and strengthened its bas-
es in the region in a remarkably short time. Its success was a result of its propa-
ganda reinforced by a campaign of social assistance to the poorest sections of the
community through some 20 branches in different cities. Mustazaf-Der members
presented themselves as a new entity and avoided speaking about Hizbullah. For
instance, during a television interview, the president of Mustazaf-Der and former
Hizbullah lawyer Huseyin Yilmaz stated that the Mustazaf-Der was a legal group
without a connection with the illegal Hizbullah.’ In the Mustazaf-Der charter, it
was stated that the priority of the association was to provide religious, cultural and
scientific education and social assistance to the oppressed (mazlum) people, and
strengthen the Islamic values within the society. Moreover, in an attempt to appeal
to Kurds with nationalist sentiments, it was also emphasized that the struggle was
against all kinds of oppression and tyranny violating basic human, social, cultural
and religious rights. The charter suggested Kurdish to be recognized as second
official language in the new constitution of Turkey; but Islam was still considered
as a supra-identity that might be used to ensure the integrity and unity of the state.

In December 2012, following the closure of Mustazaf-Der, Hizbullah took a
major step in the direction of politicization by establishing a political party, Hur
Dava Partisi or Huda-Par. The prominent Huda-Par members still deny any Hiz-
bullah connections as they did in the Mustazaf-Der period. For instance, Zekeriya
Yapicioglu, the chairman of the party, emphasized in a personal interview with the

author that Huda-Par is a new legal formation without any connection with Hizbul-

3 Habertiirk (June 2012), “Orgiitten Siyasi Harekete Mustazaflar Hareketi”, https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=g8yJBfb7N7g.

FRITILLARIA KURDICA. BULLETIN OF KURDISH STUDIES | NO. 17, 6.2017 10



lah: “We have some members who were accused and punished for being sympa-
thizers of Hizbullah. However, the majority consists of people with whom we have
worked together within the civil society organizations since the early 2000s, and
we are categorically opposed to violence.” The reason for the denial of the party’s
affiliation with Hizbullah is largely political since there are many religious Kurds
who do not want to be affiliated with the organization. Thus, the new party needs
to be inclusive of all other Islamic religious groups. Yapicioglu also emphasizes
that Huda-Par was founded in response to the demands of religious Kurds who
believed that they were not politically represented: “Although the AKP is consid-
ered as an Islamic party, we believe that there is a lack of Islamist opposition in
Turkey. The AKP has turned itself into the system and does not meet the demands
of religious people. The Peace and Democracy Party (BDP)’ is also unable to meet
the demands of some Kurds who believe that the BDP does not represent them.”®
Huda-Par hopes to receive votes from those Kurds who are disillusioned by both
the conservative AKP and the secular Kurdish nationalist parties by forming an
alternative, in their own words, to Kemalism and Apoism. Yapicioglu points out
that the leading members of the party avoid defining the Huda-Par as a Kurdish-Is-
lamist party and the party’s target audience is not just religious Kurds, but Turks
as well. However, Huda-Par targets the Kurdish Islamist voters by being organized
particularly in the Kurdish provinces such as Diyarbakir, Bingol, Van, Sanliurfa,
Batman, Malatya and Elazig. The party also has branches in the west provinces of
Turkey such as Istanbul, Kocaeli, Bursa, Izmir, Manisa, Antalya, and Konya where
the Kurdish immigrants reside.

Huda-Par’s party program specifies the policies and viewpoints of the party,
which are organized in five sections: fundamental rights and freedom, the structure
and function of the state, economy, foreign policy, and social policy. In contrast to
the 1990s, the party program makes a strong appeal for Kurdish rights and Kurdish
autonomy similar to the demands of the mainstream Kurdish national movement

in Turkey. Indeed, moving away from its earlier stance towards Kurdishness, Hu-

* Personal interview with Zekeriya Yapicioglu, January 2, 2013
> The Peace and Democracy Party (BDP) was the mainstream Kurdish political party at the
time in which this interview was conducted in 2013.

¢ Personal interview with Zekeriya Yapicioglu, January 2, 2013
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da-Par can be branded as an “Islamic-oriented Kurdish party” with a strong em-
phasis on important aspects of the Kurdish issue. Huda-Par demands apology and
compensation from the state for the Turkish atrocities against the Kurds, seeking
removal of the village guard system, the restoration of Kurdish village names that
have been changed into Turkish by the state, and the constitutional recognition of
the Kurds and the Kurdish language. The party also requests an independent judi-
ciary and investigation of the burned villages and forced migration (Huda-Par Par-
ty Program 2012: 30-31-32). Moreover, Huda-Par brings forward radical propos-
als to the Kurdish question in Turkey. According to the party program, all options,
including autonomy for the Kurds, should be discussed in order to find a solution
to the Kurdish problem. Yapicioglu insists that none of the options is a taboo and
should be discussed.” Suggesting autonomy for the Kurds signifies a tremendous
change in the ummah-oriented approach of Hizbullah that had steadfastly opposed
in the past nationalism and separatism among the Muslims. The party also advo-
cates decentralization of state power and strengthening of local administration;
but, any solution should be based on Sharia. The party also calls for restrictions on
freedom of religion to be lifted and autonomy for the state owned the Directorate

of Religious Affairs (Diyanet) since it promotes a statist perspective to religion.

CONCLUSION

Until 2000, when a nationwide operation was launched against Hizbullah and its
leader Huseyin Velioglu was assassinated by Turkish security forces, the organi-
zation did not identified itself as a “Kurdish” organization, instead its leadership
emphasized that they were seeking the salvation of the Muslim community in Tur-
key as whole, not just a single ethnic group. From their perspective, all Muslim
peoples were parts of the same Islamic community and the concept of “Islamic
brotherhood” was incompatible with ethno-nationalist ideas. Since all Muslims
were considered as one nation or one political entity, pursuing ethnic policies was
in contrast to the Islamic thought (Ataman, 2003). The Islamic rejection of na-

tional barriers and ethnic differences was seen by some Islamist movements as

7 Personal interview with Zekeriya Yapicioglu, 2 January 2013
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a legitimating factor in their struggle with secular ethno-nationalist movements,
like in the armed conflict between Hizbullah and the PKK during the 1990s. In
short, the Islamic concept of the ummah was provided a supra-identity that blurred
ethnic boundaries between Muslims. From the 2000s onwards, however, Hizbul-
lah has paid increasing attention to the Kurdish issue and started to emphasize
its Kurdish origins. The leadership of the organization has become critical of the
idea of the Islamic brotherhood and begun to pay greater attention to the Kurdish
identity and Kurds’ rights and freedoms (Sarigil, Fazlioglu, 2013). Moreover, with
the establishment of its political party in December 2012, Hizbullah moved away
from its previous understanding of the unity of Muslims and positioned itself as a
Kurdish-Islamist political party that approaches the Kurdish issue from an Islamic
perspective.

According to a study on the survival of terrorist groups, religious groups dis-
play better survival prospects than groups adopting other ideologies (Blomberg,
Gaibulloev, Sandler, 2011). Kurdish Hizbullah emerged as a terrorist organization
in the 1980s and was engaged in armed conflict with the PKK, and later with the
security forces in the 1990s. In 2000, however, the state began targeting Hizbullah
and its founding leader was killed during a police raid in Istanbul. The state repres-
sion and the arrest or killing of a group’s leader and the top echelon are among the
most common explanations for the end of terrorist group activity (Cronin, 2009).
Therefore, due to the state repression and leadership change, Hizbullah renounced
violence. The new leadership of Isa Altsoy was a determining factor in Hizbullah’s
shifting stance towards Kurdishness. The leadership determines the extent and na-
ture of the change of organizational tactics and goals. Indeed, in contrast to his
predecessor, Altsoy rejected the idea of a centrally controlled organization in favor
of smaller associations and non-governmental organizations that can be quickly
deployed.

Another important factor for Hizbullah’s shifting attitude towards Kurdishness
was its still remembered bloody past and its history of torture and assassination.
People in the Kurdish region still remember acid attacks on women who did not
dress in an Islamic manner and the bearded militants with knives raiding meetings
of Kurdish nationalists. Most of the people are convinced that Hizbullah was a

counter-terrorist organization created by the Turkish security forces, and they do
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not believe its attitude has changed. After their renunciation of violence, Hizbullah
members focused on strengthening their social basis among religious Kurds in the
Kurdish region. In order to do so, the new leadership needed to put more emphasis
on Kurdishness to position itself as a Kurdish-Islamist political entity in order to
get support from the local religious constituency. As a political party, Huda-Par
seeks to establish a presence at grassroots level; but it seems the biggest obstacle
to the party’s expansion is Hizbullah’s past violent campaign. For this reason, Hu-
da-Par tries to redress Hizbullah’s tarnished reputation and gain legitimacy among
the Kurdish constituency through an emphasis on Kurdishness. In other words, in
order to get Kurdish popular support and legitimacy, Huda-Par tries to enrich its
ideological outlook by emphasizing its Kurdishness and by positioning itself as a
Kurdish-Islamist party. Moreover, as Cuma Cicek points out, nationalist limits of
AKP’s Islamism and the dominant secularism of Kurdish movement leave a large
political space to other Kurdish groups claiming to mobilize pro-Islamic and Kurd-
ish nationalist identities simultaneously (Cicek, 2013).

With the Islamic-rooted AKP government coming to power and the removal of
the Martial Law and state of emergency in the southeastern Turkey on November
30,2002 civil society and pro-Islamist organizations found a more tolerant environ-
ment to operate and develop in the Kurdish provinces. However, the closure of the
most prominent Hizbullah association Mustazaf-Der in May 2012 seems to cause a
breakdown in the relationship that Mustazaf-Der supporters formed with the Turk-
ish Islamists represented by the AKP government. The establishment of Huda-Par
with a different discourse which totally differs from the previous movement by
putting more emphasis on the Kurdish ethnic identity is a message to Ankara that
the vision of Islamic brotherhood alone is no longer a coin in the Kurdish realm.
Indeed, Huda-Par currently puts more emphasis on Kurds’ religious, cultural, and
political rights in order to gain legitimacy among Kurds and to compete for elec-
tions. It can be argued that the vision of a common religious belief no longer satis-
fies the Kurdish Islamists. According to Houston, the collapsed solidarity between
Turkish and Kurdish Islamists testify to the fragmentation of Islamist subjects on
ethnic lines (Houston, 2008: 104). On the one hand, the secular Kurdish movement
has adopted a new discourse reconciled with the Islamic religion that would attract

the religious Kurds. On the other hand, Kurdish Islamists covered their religious
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views with the Kurdish ethnicity as a reaction to the mainstream Turkish Islamist
movements by referring to the Kurds’ problems. Although their ideological back-
grounds conflict, all Kurdish parties tend to share the goal of pushing for Kurdish
rights. A typical formulation of their demands includes: recognition and protection
of Kurdish identity; free use of Kurdish in all areas of life and making Kurdish an

official language; and a political status involving self-governance.
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SEYEDEHBEHNAZ HOSSEINI'

The oral transmission of Yarsani’s
traditional education

ABSTRACT:

Iran is a host to a wide variety of faiths and religions. Iran’s unrecognized minorities,
such as the Yarsani, also known as Kaka-i, Ali-Allahi, and Ahl-Haqq are communities
that can be predominantly found in the Kermanshah as well as other regions in Iran
and the Middle East.

The Yarsani have established seventy-two important requisites for those who are
faithful and want to live in accordance with them. The requisites act to bring individ-
uals together and help them understand the oneness of God. Furthermore, the requi-
sites assist in maintaining traditional rituals within the religion through generations.
When a child is born, parents will teach their child the traditions in a practice, and it is
their duty to give the child a name and surrender to the Yarsani religion (Sar—separi).
Each Yarsani must learn these traditions which are taught informally and passed down
through generations orally. For example, parents put their children in ,,Jam khaneh”
(a holy place) where a child learns the Kalam (religious verses). The seventy-two
requisites are particularly important when children reach the time for marriage, when
the women must learn how to make a vow, and the men must learn how to play the
,»Tanbur” (a sacred lute). It is of interest to the present study not only to understand the
importance of “Yarsani requisites”, but also to consider how the experience of these
requisites were passed down from generation to generation. This study will examine

the ways in which the Yarsani use this education in their everyday life.

! Seyedeh Behnaz Hosseini completed her doctoral research with a focus on Yarsani in Iran
and diaspora in the Department of Islamic Studies at the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Uni-
versity of Vienna. Her research interests include religious minorities in Iran and Iraq and forced
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INTRODUCTION

Yarsani is a faith rooted in Indo-Iranian belief systems and presently has approx-
imately more than five million adherents in various regions of the Middle East?.
The Yarsanis believe themselves to be “the people of the truth” (Halm, 1982). The
faith supposedly originated in Western Iraq and was founded by Sultan Sahak, who
was thought to have been born between the 11th -13th centuries; however there is
little authentic and reliable data available regarding the religions roots and history.
Currently, Yarsanis inhabit different regions of Iran, Iraqi Kurdistan, and some
parts of Europe.

The followers are also known as Ali-Allahi (considering Imam Ali as the incar-
nated God), Ahle-Haqq (which is rooted in translation of an Arabic term meaning
loyal, trustful and honest people) as well as “Shaytan Parastan” (devil-worship-
pers). Muslims referring to this term would be due to the fact that the beliefs,
activities and religious rites of Yarsanism are in direct contradiction to Islamic
beliefs and rites (especially Sunna Islam). Yarsani thought, which Islamic Shi-
ite authorities treat as heretical, has extensively used processes of adaptation and
strategies of survival throughout the course of its history. It is a religion which is
popular amongst the residents of southern parts of Kurdistan, just across the Iran-
Iraq border. However, its territory is roughly restricted to areas where Kurds with
Gorani language live. Yarsani followers generally belong to Goran, Qalkhani, San-
jabi tribes and Lak ethnicity who reside in the Kermanshah and Lurestan provinc-
es, Western Iran. They are the third largest religious population in the Kermanshah
Province, although there are also other minorities around Kirkuk, Iraq’s Kurdistan,
who follow the religion. Likewise, some Lor, Azeri, Fars and Arab minorities are
followers of Yarsani. Its Arab followers are mostly found in Iraqi Mandeli, Bajalan
and Khanaqin cities.

Yarsani, 1s an unusual religion in regards to their beliefs. The Yarsani believe in
incarnation, which is demonstrated in two important and basic belief systems. The
first, Mazhariyyat, is believing in a deity essence which is continuously incarnated
in human beings. This refers to God manifesting within one primary, and seven

secondary individuals in each of the seven epochs. For example, Sultan Sahak, the

2 Regarding to the unofficial report of Yarsani community in Iran
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founder of Yarsani religion, is considered the deity of the fourth epoch. According
to Yarsani traditions, Sahak is the superior embodiment and the superman of the
worlds’ soul who has lived for several centuries, has mystical power and used to
live in a protected cave in a mountain peak. The second, dunaduni, is believing
in the incarnation of souls in human beings. They believe that humans can reach
perfection through incarnation. By believing in incarnation, this has put followers
of Yarsani beyond all Islamic belongings and relations.?

Despite the conflict between scholars regarding whether the Yarsani group is
part of Islamic tradition or outside of it, recognizing the current Yarsani religion
as Islamic is incorrect. Furthermore, recognizing it as a sect without a certain reli-
gious knowledge that was developed during the bliss era and before Islam is also
incorrect (Edmonds, 1969; Kreyenbroek, 2002; Minorsky, 1964; [zady, 1992). Al-
though there are many mutual influences between Alavism, Shiism and Yarsani,
it is also not a branch of Shiism. The importance of not mislabeling the Yarsani
faith stems from the significance and position of Imam Ali, the first Imam of Shi-
ites for Yarsanis. Yarsani believe in reincarnation, and thus believe that Ali was
the incarnation of Yarsani angels and therefore has great significance in the initial
embodiment of the soul.*

Yarsani traditions have been kept in literal known forms, such as poems (Kalam).
The collections of Yarsani’s holy books are called Kalam Serenjam. Such books
are found in various and limited locations such as Hawar, Halabjeh (Iraqi Kurd-

istan) and Dalahu (Iranian Kurdistan). Yarsani believe that such traditions have

3 For more information about life after death refer to Hosseini, 2016

* The Yarsani believe that God has been incarnated in human flesh seven times since creation.
As aresult, it is believed that Ali-Ibn-Abitalib is one of God’s incarnations in human flesh where
The Divine came to live amongst the mortals to guide them. To prove this claim, it is worthwhile
to mention a verse of some of the manuscripts related to the ritual of Ser-Magoo (do not tell se-
crets) as Yarsani believed their religion was “Ser” (secret) hidden until the time of Sultan Sahak.
This verse refers to the eminence of God in Ali-Ibn-Abitalib’s flesh. In addition to Ali-Ibn-A-
bitalib, there are a number of prominent historical figures that Yarsanis have claimed to have
been God’s incarnation: Jesus Christ, Salman Farsi, Hossein-Ibn-Ali-Ibn-Abitaleb, Bohlul Mabhi,
Baba-Sarhang Doodani, Babanavous Sargati, San-Sahak Barzanji, and Shah-Veisqoli Qermezi,
including others. There is also a strong belief of Yarsanis that Ali-Ibn-Abitaleb has not died, and
that he has been transcended to heaven where he has received a status as majestic as the sun, and

that he is in command of the sun.
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been slowly gathered through collections and writings by Pir Musa, who was the
archangel tasked with registering documents and writings, as well as one of the
five companions of Sultan Sahak. According to Yarsani beliefs, the Kalam has a
divine root and represents some narrative or fictional contexts which have been
handed over through several traditions. Yarsanis believe that their religion, which
is a serr (secret), holds a mystery that is embodied in their Kalam.* The Kalam
were preserved and transmitted orally from generation to generation until they

were committed to writing, most likely in the nineteenth century.

THE BACKGROUND OF YARSANI ORAL EDUCATION

In Iran, the growing dominance of Islam at the time of their faith’s conception
caused adherents of Yarsani to isolate them from society and migrate to the moun-
tainous areas of what is now Iranian Kurdistan. This was done to preserve the
Yarsani religion and protect the Yarsani population from Iran’s Islamic govern-
ment and Muslim population. Traditionally the Yarsani religion has been shrouded
in secrecy and has depended on oral communication of religious principles because
of the oppressive conditions in which Yarsanis have been living for centuries.

All religions and faiths have principles and rules to which their followers and
believers feel themselves bound to follow. Despite being an ancient religion, the
Yarsani are not an exception to this rule. Similarly to the Zoroastrians, who have
believed over thousands of years in their three eternal mottos: Good Thoughts,
Good Words, Good Deeds, Yarsanis have always been faithful to its four progres-
sive mottos: Honesty, Purity, Self-Naughtedness and Radaii.

In Yarsani religion, the religious teachings and traditions have been formulated
in the frameworks of Jam® which is transmitted orally and practically by parents,

elders and Jam-settlers to their children.

> Followers of Yarsani, the people of Yarsani, refer to their religious verses as Kalam. Each
period has its own Kalam and the entire Kalam is known as the “religious scriptures”.

¢ Yarsanis hold communion every month in a temple called Jamkhane and the attendants of
ceremonies are called Jam. Apart from being a holy temple, Jamkhane is also a shelter for the poor
and the striders. In Kurdish regions, there are a number of cemeteries, some of which are resting

places of great religious leaders which are called Jamkhane.
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Har ka na jam nigari arkan ~ ghayem nigari dini soltan

Akher dabi aw pashiman

These teachings are stated in the framework of 72 requisites, which are based
on the Sultan Sahak’s Kalam:

sala 5380 oul) 548 s o3lgd 3 e (o al s 50 salida
Haftado do gholem pi mired nahada  har ka wa rasi begiro jada

2ald ard g (o (e 52 40 palal Al 3 g1 (i g2
Cho tish naboni tamam amada  ana do saman pi washim shada

Jamkhane, as mentioned above, is the place where Yarsani gather and observe their
ceremonial conventions. Whoever intends to take part in Jamkhane is required to

obey some mandatory rules. The first and foremost is that the person who enters
Jamkhane must wear a belt and a special hat. The other essential obligation is that

no one is allowed to bring up personal and/or public affairs in Jamkhane. After the
commencement of the meeting, no one is allowed to leave the place until the end of the
ceremony. The sitting arrangement in Jamkhane is a circular one, where everyone must
sit on two knees and cross their arms on their chest as a sign of respect. Everyone must
have their eyes closed and say prayers in silence. The ritual of holding a communion is
as follows: The first person to enter Jamkhane should bow modestly and enter the place
by reciting Ya-haq. Upon entering the place, they have to sit on their two knees face to
face with Pardivar, which is the holiest spot in Jamkhane and is a memorial of Sultan
Sahak. Others who enter the place do the same thing, kiss all the other participants and
sit down. The Seyyed or his vice sits before the gate and, on his right and left, caliph
and prayer must sit on each side. The servant must stand still right to the end of the
ceremony. Other attendants must fasten a belt over their clothes and sit with other atten-
dants. The Elder begins by playing tanbur and singing songs from Damiar and Damiar.
The attendants repeat the verses after a time. The most important reason to be present
in Jamkhane is concerned with giving God’s praise, prayer, and contemplating over the
spiritual realm. Jamkhane is the best place to seek silence, comfort, and spirituality as
well as the most welcome shelter for the poor and the striders. (Mir-Hosseini, 1994a,
1996: 123).
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SEVENTY TWO DEBTS IN YARSANI RELIGION

A total of 72 requisites have been laid down to which all followers of Yarsani
should follow. The teachings are mentioned generally, and apart from gender bias-
es, because in the Yarsani faith, men and women are considered equal, except for
some differences that apply in the Jam ceremony’. 8The presence of an individual
at the Jam ceremony and both human and individual rights in this religion are be-
yond gender biases. As Sultan Sahak says, “tofiresh nin Kenache o kuri” (there is
no difference between a girl and a boy).

The 72 requisites are considered through the following realms:

Following honesty, purity, Radaii’, Pardivari'®, obedience to Pir", learning
Kalam (religious book), obeying the Kalam in life and getting distance from Pir

and Dalil who do not obey Kalam, obedience to Dalil'?, Yarsani’s Kaveh', fol-

7 forms of worship centered on the jam, a gathering in which they chant their sacred litany
(Kalam), play their sacred lute (tanbur), make offerings (niyaz) and share a sacrificial meal (qur-
bani or khidmat) (Mir-Hosseini, 1994:213)

8 forms of worship centered on the jam, a gathering in which they chant their sacred litany
(Kalam), play their sacred lute (tanbur), make offerings (niyaz) and share a sacrificial meal (qur-
bani or khidmat) (Mir-Hosseini, 1994:213)

® Rada means forgiveness, magnanimity and help to people

10 Pardivar means the other side of bridge, but in Yarsani, pardivar is the region that is located
in ouramanat, where Sultan Sahak built the Yarsani religion and where the first Jam ceremony
was held.

" Yarsanis, according to followers, are required to have the old, or Pir (spiritual master), and
to obey the religion, called Sar-sepordan. Sultan Sahak founded Yarsani in the name of truth
and seven families or “tribes”, khandan, and future generations of Yarsani followers have Dalil
(the guide who shows the way) and Pir. The seven families established during the time of Sultan
were Shah Ebrahim, Baba Yadegar, Ali Qalandar, Khamush, Mir Sur, Seyyed Mosaffa, and Hajji
Babu Isa. The five families established after Sultan Sahak are Atesh Bag, Baba Heydar, Zolnour,
Shah Hayas, and Hajj Nematollah (Hamzeh’ee, 1999,:205; During, 1998). They are called Tayfe,
“the family” (Bruinessen:61). Seyyeds are descendants of the sect's founder or one of his later
manifestations, and they fall into 11 holy lineages, referred to as khandan (lit. house or dynasty).
Seven of these khandans originated at the time of Sultan Sohak, the sect's founder, in the fifteenth
century; the rest were formed subsequently, when the Divine Essence made further manifestations
(Mir-Hosseini, 1994a; refer to Mir —Hosseini, 1997: 177).

12 See footnote 6

13 Kaveh means Qebeh, and in Yarsani religion, Qebleh is Jam
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lowing khalife'* , naming children in Jam khaneh, believing in Doon-a-doon, at-
tending jam, legitimacy of the seven angels (Haftan)'> and Haftaneh'®, keeping a
mustache for men and observing special values in seven legitimacy for women,
legitimacy of caliphs'’, following the Jam ceremony, serving the society, pray-
ing in Yarsani religion, scientific struggles, maintaining respect between a master
and an apprentice, respecting human dignity, respecting neighbors, being loyal, re-
specting other religions, sects, ethnicities and races, maintaining unity, respecting
men and women’s rights, respecting others’ legal privacy, Yarsani marriage, adher-
ing to covenants, being monogamous, respecting judgment and justice, avoiding
debauchery, seeking and following justice, avoiding divorce, seeking to be satis-
fied with inner values, respecting parents, being patriotic, carrying out parental
duties, peace-seeking, avoiding friendship of bad people, avoiding bowing and
flattery, defending personal rights, avoiding bad words, being patient, avoiding
the household’s mistakes, fighting against the dictator’s ego, praying in Yarsani,
having modesty and shame, completing a vow, avoiding populism, fasting and
royal properties,'® avoiding backbiting, “Do Shahi Davoud Ko Savar”", seeking
relief and assistance in Yarsani, maintaining secrecy, avoiding abusing drugs and
harmful substances, carrying out consultation, maintaining social relations, forbid-
ding bribery, appreciating the rightfulness of death, avoiding sedition and chaos,
washing dead people, respecting the values, avoiding weeping during mourning
ceremonies, maintaining friendships and respecting guests, avoiding late people
and those that abuse others.

Among the 72 above-mentioned requisites, there are two requisites which must

be done by parents for their children; one of which is giving their child a name, and

4 who in theory should be a descendant of one of the seventy-two Pirs

15 This group of Yarsani disciples became the principle leaders of the religion. The first di-
sciples are called Haft-Tan, that is to say Seven Bodies, and the seven counselors of the Sultan
were also called Haftane

16 Haftvaneh has a lower degree of Haftan. Yarsani believe humans get the body of Haftvaneh
and essence of Haftan

17" See footnote 6

18 Obligatory Qurbani (sacrifice) that Yarsani have to do after three days fasting and this Qur-
bani should be Rooster.

19 “Do shahi” comes back to the period of Galim kol. It is a vow and is equal with the value of

the two silver coins that the Yarsani do Nazr (Vow) to get the help of Davoud angel
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another is “Sar-separi”®. Yarsanis, according to followers, are required to have the
old, or Pir (spiritual master), and to obey the religion, i.e. “Sar-sepordan” (dedi-
cating one’s head). In Yarsani, naming a newborn is a requisite which is fulfilled
through a ceremony in order to appreciate the God Almighty. All Yarsani bring
their children to the Jam khaneh and give their child a name. Furthermore, they
must surrender (Sar-sepordan) their children to the Yarsani religion (to become
Yarsani). This takes place in a ceremony where Nazr (vow) and Niaz (offering) is
eaten. After surrendering, the Yarsani believe the deeds of the child are recorded in
the note book of Pir-Musi.?! Since this process is done for the Yarsani newborns,
and should not take place later than a year after the child is born, it is considered as
a duty that must be fulfilled by parents. In this way, the relations between certain
Seyyeds (Pir) and commoners’ extend over generations. Determining Pir and Dalil
for child means assigning a teacher for learning traditions and religious teachings.
This relationship, referred to as Pir-Muridi (master-disciple), is the focus of the
Ahl-1 Haqq community and is regulated by a network of mutual obligations and
duties. (Mir-Hosseini, 1992:220)

As well as naming and Sar-separi, there are two other teachings and traditions,
which have been not mentioned as compulsory tasks for parents, but are also nec-

essary. They are:

1. Pir (spiritual master)

2. Dalil (the guide who indicates the way)

Pir and Dalil are among requisites for the Yarsani and are among the religious
teachings which are transmitted from parents to their children indirectly. We can
consider the naming of a child as a process in which the child’s identity is de-
termined, and surrendering to the Yarsani religion as a process similar to that of
enrolling a child in the school of Yarsani. Therefore, determining Pir and Dalil,
which is based on certain conditions and principles, can be considered as choosing

a teacher to teach the religious traditions.

% Or “Joz sar shekastan”
21 Yarsani believe Pir-Musi writes their deeds. They believe Pir-Musi is the archangel tasked

with registering documents and writings and one of five companions of Sultan Sahak
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After the completion of the child’s physical and mental growth, the Pir and
Dalil are introduced by the parents to their children. The Pir and Dalil is usual-
ly determined based on factors including geography, culture, religious position,
household, and age.

The beginning time for education of children can vary from family to family. In
places where religious and cultural knowledge and social condition are considered
important, families begin to educate their children when they are 7 years old, to
ensure that they are familiar with certain concepts such as vow, prayers, Pir, Dal-
il and Jam, etc.. These concepts are declared through the following framework,
which is composed of four words (Rasti( honesty), Paki (purity), Nisti (avoiding
pride)* and Radaii.

st e Shg Sl W seosboss D et
Yari chowar choin bawari wa ja rastio paki ,nikio rada

o8] Jia s liatd gar

Ghadamo ghadam ta wa manzelgah
In Yarsani tradition, one of the main principles is politeness.

LS el )l 32 555, s 5wl (S, a

Har kas adab niri waja  rozhi hezar taman beka

In Yarsani, people follow the principle of courtesy and moral behavior. Children
grow with this teaching, by attending Jam ceremony and by learning about Pir and
Dalil.

22 Having humility in front of all people
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PRACTICAL EDUCATION IN JAM CEREMONY

Children gradually learn the customs, traditions and rituals of the Jam by attending
the ceremony with their parents. Initially, they learn the duties and abiding prac-
tices. In reality, when the children accompany their parents to the ceremony, they
are able to practically learn the traditions and rituals in Jam. When children attend
and unconsciously listen to the ceremony and the Kalam of the day, their curiosity
in the religion can increase, leading them to ask more questions, and to become
interested in the reasons behind these practices. The next step, depending on the
age and condition of the child, is that the Seyyed* in the Jam gives some responsi-
bilities to the children, which increases confidence as well as encourages children
to participate fostering creativity and the process of education. For example, there
are specific religious verses and prayers that the child must learn. It is easier for
them to memorize the religious verses if their Seyyed permits the children to sing
these Kalam in Jamkhaneh. This prayers, are public prayers, including prayer in
early morning, prayer for patience, prayer for starting work, “zarde kar” (evening
prayer) and the funeral prayer. After the children have grown up, and they have
learnt the customs and basic concepts taught within the Jam ceremony, they can
participate in Yarsani Kalam courses. In these classes, elders and religion experts
read and interpret the Kalam and then lead a discussion with the adolescents. This
means that different opinions are heard and ambiguities resolved. Notably, this
means that the Kalam is correctly transferred to the new generation. In the Abedin

period of Kalam, Sultan Sahak said:

G gl A S 8 G cpale A Gale
Abedin Yaqini,Abedin Yaqini Hark e be Yari boy yaqini

e S5 00 GBS L Al g i )

Hich barz nawizh ya harf khod bini ~ bar kishi din bio ko zamini

@il e s B G S abn b
Yar dabi dayem Kalam bokhini ~ morghe daroni ghafel namini

2 See footnote 11
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il o (S 38 4 st YRS gl 2

Bi weryaei Kalam la lan nanwini  ba Kalam narm kan sar asenini

G Uy paadd L S5 dhie s
Bo mitan bizhano ko yasini la jam bi sara bash narfini

OSSN oyl AN aa A Db eay
Parda ser bo khar jam nadrinie ~ bi share Kalam dang nagorini

Gopioh) sl BAK sed g Gl g ol
Nafam bo khelghat pay nasorini gala shart la naw ziyan nacherini

?\g‘)d Ulﬂjl% a_)\.h ‘5‘ ‘_A/; ‘;\.\J‘).H_ij_s 4:\';_)36_'\..;‘53
La panj derakhta walig narizini chele aw dara chawyan derine

Translation:

“Abedin be sure and be certain to help anyone to gain religious certitude, never
say arrogance and the ground is always firm in the face of any problems that arise
for Yarsani, Yarsani should always read Kalam because he should not forget the
construction of Yarsani religion.”

Therefore, every Yarsani should have such faith and read the Kalam. When
there is a funeral or burial, they should read Kalam. The Kalam of the relief and
peace teaches Yarsani to not exceed the rights of others and to be satisfied with

their rights and that they should obey Yarsani requisites.

THE TEACHING BEFORE MARRIAGE

According to the Kalam of the Sultan Sahak there are two important elements of
the tradition to be taught to children before marriage. They include: playing tanbur

and reading Kalam for boys and cooking “Tiri kardan” for girls.

b dasd a8 0abi s St R s pfl e
Pi soir baghi war gerten jiyas jiyaz me nachen noicham naghme saz
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According to this Kalam, the boys should learn “Tanbur and Kalamkhani”, and
the girls should learn to cook qurbani (sacrificial meal for vow) and “Tiri kardan”
(cooking special bread and preparing the meal of sacrificed animal). This is not
meant to hinder individuals who wish to learn the tasks for the opposite gender;
however is practical in relation to the men being required to be present in the Jam
circle. Otherwise, according to the Kalam of Sultan, there is no concept of worship
that is based on gender division. This means that women and men are consider
equal regarding the forms of praying and religious education. In fact, girls can
learn to play Tanbur and boys can learn to cook “Tir1 kardan”.

In the final step, the children who have grown and by now are familiar with the
concepts and practical educations of Jam can inform a new generation of Yarsani.
In the Jam ceremony, individuals have different tasks according to their ability,
age, and religious situation. For example, some people in Jam are responsible for
playing the Tanbur, some are responsible for preparing the qurbani, such as the
Khalifa. The Khalifa‘s children and the son of Seyyed are responsible for praying
for the qurbani and the girls for doing “Tiri”. Some teach Kalam to the next gen-
eration and teach others to speak out and describe the Kalam in the Jam ceremony

as well as outside of the Jam.
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UMID DEMIRHAN'

Jiyana Mela Mihemedeé Celali

ABSTRACT

The Life of Mela Mihemedé Celali
Mela Mihemedé Celali is a Kurdish Scholar who was born in Bazid in the late 19th
century and died in mid 20th century in Amed. Though he was one of the Baghdad
Sayyids, he pioneered in studies of Kurdish Language. Renouncing the positions
offered by State, he maintained classical Kurdish Madrassah Tradition till the end of
his life. He lectured scholars like Xelife Usiv (Khalifa Yuosef) and Seidé Kurd (Said
Nursi) but there isn’t any written record or biography on his life. Hereby our study is
based on the verbal sayings of Celali’s family about their grandfather Mela Mihemedé
Celali.

Destpék:

Mela Mihemedé Celali alimeki kurd e ku di dawiya sedsala 19an de li Bazidé
hatiye cthané @i di niveka sedsala 20an de 1i Farqina Amedé ¢liye rehmeté. Her
cigas ew seyldeki Bexdayé be ji di pésxistina zimané kurdi de xebatine giring
kirine. Her wiha cenabé wi meqamén fermi yén dewleta Tirkiyayé qebil nekirine
U heta miriné kevnesopiya medreseyén Kurdistané berdewam kiriye. Wi hinek
alimén weki Xelife Usiv 0 Seidé Kurd perwerde kirine; 1ébelé derbaré jinenigariya
wi de berhemeke berdest nin e. Ev xebata ma vé valahiyé tiji dike 0 bi agehiyén

binemala wi portreyeki derdixe ber ronahiyé.

' Umid Demirhan is an independent scholar: umiddemirhan@hotmail.com
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1. Cavkaniya xebaté:

Jiber ku ev xebateke destpéki ye, me ten€ agehiyén jina nevigirké Mela Mihemedé
Celali tomar kirine. Heke derfet ¢ébin em € vé xebaté berfireh bikin G naveroké
bi hinek agehiyén fermi, wéne @i belgeyan pistrast bikin. Salixdara me jina Heci
Brahimé kuré Mihemed Sidiq e ku ew ji kuré Mela Mihemedé Celali ye. Salixdaré
xwe (i malbat wiha da nasin:

“Ez qiza Séx Resul im. Heci Séx Resiil it Séx Mihemed, ew ji kuré Séx Ozman e,
ew ji kuré Séx Nebi ye, ew ji kuré Séx Ozman e, ew ji kuré kuré Xanevdel e ku tirba
wi li [rané ye.

Meéré min Heci Brahim kuré Mihemed Sidiq e, ew ji kuré Mela Mihemedé Celali,
ew ji kuré Xanevdel, ew ji kuré Séx Nebi ye.

Bavé méré min Mihemed Sidig i bavé min Séx Resul kurapén hev én heq in.
Kalikén me birén hev in. Xanevdelé kaliké Mela Mihemedé Celali 0 kaliké min é
Séx Ozman birén hev in.

Meéré min Heci Brahimé kuré Mela Mihemed Sidiq, ji jina wi ya Saki ye. Hé di
zaroktiyé de diya wi ya Saki miriye ti ew étim maye, lise xwendiye. Heci Brahim
di heyata xwe de qurigé heram nexwariye, béyi heqé dayi malé kesi nexwariye,
pereyén xwe neavétine bangeyan. Geleki xwestiye ku here Farqiné u tirba kaliké
xwe bibine; [é nebiiye nesib. Herwiha Heci Brahim gelek mela i feqihén ku li ber
desté kaliké wi xwendine ji ditine; bi wan re xeber daye.

Li gori secereyé em seyid in 1 ji Iraqé hatine, ji silala Hezreti Fatimeyé ne. Her
du kaliké me yén pésin du feqih biine ku ji Bexdayé hatine. Li wé deré, ango [i
Erebistan i Iraqé qirkirina seyidan hebiiye it bi ser [rané re hatine Bayizdé. Navé
yeki Saho it navé yeki Nebi biiye. Séxén aliyé Tapya ji nesla Séx Saho ne. Em ji ji
neseba Séx Nebi ne. Ji kaliké min é Séx Ozman 5 kur mane. Séx Brahim, Séx Salih,
Séx Resul, Me’ruf Efendi it Mela Bekir. Kurapé wan é heq Mela Mihemedé Celalsi,

)

kuré Xanevdel e 1i ew ji birayé kaliké min é Séx Ozman e.’

2. Agehiyén derbaré jiyana pésin a Mela Mihemedé Celali de
Li gori agehiyén salixdaré bav-kalén Mela Mihemedé Celali pésiyé li gundé
Séxuliya Bayizdé binecih bline 01 pasé€ ji wir derbasi Bazidé bline. Divé neyé ji

birkirin ku ev seyidén Bexdayé ji zilma hevnijadén xwe yén ereb reviyane G bi
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mesa sedsalan gihistine Bazidé. Du delilén vé agehiyé hene: 1. Xalanén Mela
Mihemedé Celali ji binemaleke seyidan a arwasi ne; ew bajar bi bajar heta Bazidé
hatine, beseke malbaté li Wané ciwar baye. 2. Kalikeki Mela Mihemed li frané
hatiye definkirin ku diyar e malbat bi ser irané re hatiye Bazidé. Salixdara me
derbaré jiyana pésin a Melayi de van agehiyan dide:

“Bav-kalé me u Mela Mihemedé Celali ji Bexdayé hatine; hineki li gundé
Séxuliya Bayizdé mane. Hinek erd i milké wan li zozanén Sinegé ji hebiine. Bi
qasi neh-deh salan li Sinegé ji mane. Mela Mihemedé Celali, bi xwe kuré Hebibe

Xanimé yé ku ji binemala Arwasiyan e u ji Bayizda Joré hatiye definkirin.”

3. Destpéka perwerdehiyé:
Diyar e ku Mela Mihemed perwerdehiya xwe bi du astan de temam kiriye: cara
pésin xwendineke normal kiriye G zewiciye; pasé rasti rexneya malbaté hatiye 0
disa ¢cliye xwendiné. Salixdaré derbaré xwendina wi de ev serpéhati ji me re vegot:
“Mela Mihemedé Celali ¢iiye i di medreseyan de xwendiye. Wexta ku ji xwendiné
hatiye apé wi yé Séx Ozman leq wi ve ¢iiye il hinda Pira Belek ew hildaye. Wé hingé
Mela Mihemed qiza apé xwe xwestibiiye il zewici biiye. Séx Ozman jé re gotiye:
“Mihemed, min digot ku tu dé bibi tisteki, tu nebuyi tisteki. Tu ¢ima zewiciyl i
nebiiyi alimeki?” Li ser vé gotiné hérsa wi té, jina xwe dihéle, seré xwe hildide
u duheyibe dige. Pasé disa caw té ku Mela Mihemed té gund. Séx Ozman disa
li hinda Pira Belek derdikeve pésiya Mela Mihemed. Wexta ku Mela Mihemed
dixwaze desté wi ramiise Séx Ozman wiha dibéje: “Estexfirullah, édi teze silala

)

min biiye silale.” Mela Mihemed erebizan, séxé terigaté it dersdar biiye.’

4. Zewaca duyem i taybetiyén vé jiné:

Mela Mihemedé Celali di zewaca xwe ya duyem de keceke xalanén xwe tercih

dike. Li gori agehiyén salixdaré€ ev jina wi seyid, xwenda G xwedan-keramet bliye:
“Pasé Xedice Xanimé jé re dixwazin. Xedice Xanim ji binemala Arwasi ye.

Wexta ku Mela Mihemedé Celali ji Bayizdé ¢iiye Farqiné, Xedice Xanim miribtiye.

Dibéjin Xedice Xanimé di ber sekeraté de gotiye: “Ez é bimirim i hiin é min li vé

deré defn bikin. Zengiyeki zinan dé ji ber piyé min derkeve. He¢i kesé ku vé zengiyé
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li dereke xwe ya nexwes bixe, dé pak be. He¢i kesé nexwes it bayi, gava vé zengiyé
li pista xwe 1 milé xwe bixe, wé pak bibe.” Herwiha gotiye: “Hegi kesé ku bé
ziyareta tirba min, insaellah Xwedé dé sifayé jé re bigine.” Dibéjin zengi derketiye
ji. Ev zengi heta dewra Mihemed Sidiq ji hebiiye; pasé hatiye diziné. Hinekan ji
ser tirbé hildane 1i birine. Kes nizane ké biriye i ¢ima biriye. Pisti ku winda biiye

malbat pé hesiyaye, Ié édi ji dest ¢iiye.”

5. Jiyana pirjini @ dersdari

Disa li gori van agehiyan Mela Mihemedé Celali 4 jin anine. Ji ber ku zewaca wiya

pésin ji aliyé malbaté ve xwes nehatiye ditin, Melayi jina xwe berdaye . demeke

diréj dari malbaté ders xwendine. Balkés e ku Mela Mihemed heta mirina Xedice

Xanimé héwi neanine ser jina xwe ya arwasi G pirjiniya wi pisti wé pék hatiye:
“Navé jineke Mela Mihemedé Celali, Téli ye. Navé yeké Sekir bitye, ji Ortiliyé

bitye, ¢ar qizé wé hebiine 0 kurén wé tunebiine. Xedice Xanimé héwiyén xwe

)

neditine; hé beré miriye. Mela Mihemed Sidiq kuré Xedice Xanimé ye.’

6. Cihé medreseya wi:
Van salén dawin dewleta Tirkiyay€ avahiyek li gundé Birné Res ava kiriye (i navé
we daniye Medreseya Mela Mihemedé Celali; I€belé€ agehiyén ji malbaté bidestxisti
nisan didin ku Melayi li wi gundi G gundén din tené melati kiriye. Medreseya wi ya
sexsi ku perwerdehiyeke sistematik 1€ daye di nava Bazida Kevn bi xwe de blye:
“Mela Mihemedé Celali, heft-hest salan li Bayizdaxayé alimti kiriye, feqi dane
xwendiné. Pasé hatiye Bayizda Joré; li wé deré ji bi gasi hest-deh salan alimti
kiriye. Medreseyawi li ser riya Keleha Behliil Pasa biiye ku niha li siina wé bostanén
sebzeyan hene. Li gori gotina gotiyan ji sed feqiyi zédetir feqi xwedi kirine 0 hinek
Jji derveyi Bayizdé hatine. Xénci hinekén ji derve hati, alim i feqihén terigeté yén
Bayizdé giskan li ber desté Mela Mihemedé Celali xwendine: Xelife Usiv, Xelife
Mihyedin, Heci Mihemedé Berekat, Séx Seidé Niirsi... Wexta ku li Bayizda Jorin

ders dane, van aliman li ber desté wi xwendine.”
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7. Xwendekaré wi yén navdar @ rikeberiya zanisti:

Di nava xwendekarén wi de du alim zédetir derketine pés: Xelife Usivé Bazidi
@i Seidé Nursi. Hegi ku Xelife Usiv e tevahiya pirtikén xwe bi kurdi nivisine @
li Bazidé jiyaye; 1& Seidé Narsi li gelek welatan (Gurcistan, Nexciwan, Risya,
Almanya, Awistirya, Bulgaristan) geriyaye 0 dewleta Tirkiyay€ ya ku li ser enqazén
dewleta osmani ava biliye bajar bi bajar ew surglin kiriye, meyté wi ji diziye. Ji
rikeberiya zanisti ya di navbera xwendekaran de diyar e ku hejmara wan zéde biye
U otokontrola wan xurt bliye:

“Wexta Seidé Niirsi hatiye Bayizdé hinek feqihan sikayeté wi li Mela Mihemedé
Celali kirine u gotiné: ‘Seid tigté xerab dike, winda dibe 10 bi sev dice cihinan.’
Mela Mihemed gotiye wan: ‘Tékili Seidé min nebin.’ Pasé feqi disa xwe lé ditelinin
u dizika wi teqib dikin. Dinihérin ku Seid dice ser tirba Ehmed Efendi yé Xani i
di xeybé de jé dersé hildide. Pasé feqi vé yeké ji Mela Mihemedé Celali re dibéjin.
Mela Mihemedé Celali dibéje wan: ‘Min ji we re negot ku tékili wi nebin.’ Dibéjin
Xelife Usiv wé caxé ji bo teberiké desté xwe daye ser devé Seidé Niirsi; pasé ji daye

ser devé i wiha gotiye: ‘Ev meriveki bimbarek e ku hatiye nav me.’”

8. Sedema kogkirina ji Bazidé ber bi Farqiné ve:
Mela Mihemed heta seré Kiré Giridaxé li Bazidé¢ jiyaye 0 péserojek ji bo serhildané
neditiye an ji jiyana ilmé tercih kiriye:

“Wexta ku seré Kiré Giridaxé dest pé kiriye Mela Mihemedé Celali bi rizaya
xwe ¢iye Farginé 1 tevi ser ui serhildané nebiiye. Gotiye: “Seré me di bin dewleté
de ye; eskerén wé di nava me de ne. Em nikarin eskerén wé jehrdadayi bikin u [i

hemberi wé rabin.” Lewre ji Bayizdé ¢iine.”

9. Koca ji Bazidé ber bi Farqiné & miriné:
Di heyama ser de Mela Mihemedé Celali biryar dide ku ji Bayizdé here Farqiné.
Ew bi xwe li wé deré dimire; 1€ hinek endamén malbaté pé re nagin hinek ji di¢in
0 vedigerin:

“Ji ber ku av it hewaya Farginé li wan nehatiye nexwes ketine gelek miriyén

wan ¢ébiine; gelek zarokén wi li Fargin mirine 1 navé yeki Fehim biiye. Navé yeki
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Jji Mehstim biiye u li wir miriye. Nizamediné kuré wi ti Hebibe ya qiza wi fetiline
Bayizdé. Jina wi ya Sekir ji fetiliye. Kuré wi Nizamedin, qiza wi Hebibe Xanim
u jina wi Sekir li wir nemane, zivirine Bayizdé it ne li Farqiné lébelé li Bayizdé
mirine. Nizamedin 16 - 17 beri niha li Bayizdé miriye.”

Di heyama mirina wi de kesén ku cinyazé w1 slistine rastl morén tariqaté yén li
ser pilé wi yé rasté hatine. Agehiyén malbaté ji pistrast dikin ku Mela Mihemedé
Celali ne tené alimek bliye; herwiha séx¢ tarigaté ji biye:

“Wexta ku Mela Mihemed dimire, xeberé didine meriveki alim é emin ku were
cinazé wi biso 1 hilde. Ev alim feqihén xwe digine ku Melayi bigon i hildin. Wexta
ku feqih vegeriyane alim dipirse: “We siist i hilda?” Feqi dibéjin: “Eré.” Disa
pirsiye: “We ew séx cawa dit?” Gotine: “Welleh, li ser pista wi pénc heb morén
terigaté hebiine. Alimi gotiye: Wi, kul kete mala min! Min ¢ima bi xwe ew negiist
u teslimi we kir?” Zemaneki malbaté gotiye ku ew dé herin, tirba wi bibinin; ha
sibé herin, ha dusibe herin; 1é heta niha hé ji kesek negiiye. Li gori gotina gotiyan
ku xeber dane binemala wi ya li Bayizdé tirba Mela Mihemedé Celali Ii gundé
Hegstder yan ji Hestan a Farginé ye.

10. Kuré wi yé Mihemed Sidiq G berdewamkirina kevnesopiya
medreseyan:

Di nava endamén malbata wi ya li Bayizdé de tené kuré wi yé Mihemed Sidiq

dixwine. Ew ji weki bavé xwe hem diri serhildanén gel disekine hem ji diri

wezifeyén fermi yén dewleté.

“Wexta ku Mela Mihemedé Celali ¢iiye Farginé kuré wi yé Mihemed Sidig pé
re negiiye; ew li Bayizdé maye. Wé ¢caxé Mihemed Sidiq xort ii zewici bitye. Navé
jina Mihemed Sidiq Téli biiye i qiza Heci Memduh e. Xénci Bayizdé Mihemed
Sidiq li Séxuli, Kotiz, Idir i Elemiloyé maye. Derbasi Irané biiye ii disa vegeriyaye

]

Bayizdé. Wi li Idir it Elemiloyé feqi dane xwendiné.’
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11. Pisti Mela Mihemed Sidiq xebatén ji bo naskirina Mela
Mihemedé Celali:

Pisti Mela Mihemed Sidiq, kevnesopiya ilm1 ya malbaté radiweste. Heci Brahimé
kuré Mela Mihemed Sidiq tené lise gedandiye; 1€ weki nevicirké miroveki alim @
dindar li pey sopa bav U kalén xwe ketiye. Derfetén wi ¢énebline ku here Amedé 0
merzelé kaliké xwe bibine; 1€belé him dil bijandiye ku here hem ji eqrebayén xwe
teswiq kirine ku herin, tirba kaliké xwe bibinin:

“Nav 1 niganén Mela Mihemedé Celali li her dera diné hebiine; naskiri biiye.
Secereyeke malbaté li cem Serefedin Eryilmaz e. Serefedin hinek xebat li ser kaliké
xwe kirine i ji malbaté re gotiye: ‘Herin tirba wi bibinin.’ Lé mixabin heta niha ji

s

malbaté kesek negiiye i merzelé wi neditiye.’

12. Berhem G bermaye:
Min li ba malbaté Quraneke geleki bedew dit ku malbaté digot ew aydi Mela
Mihemed biye; 1€belé derfet ¢énebli ku berhemén wi yén hey1 bibinim:

“Kitebén Mela Mihemed li mala kuré wi yé Nizamedin biine. Ew niha li cem
Ferid in. Dibe ku zemané Ismet Inonu ji tirsan hinek kitébén wi hatibin sewitandin
Jji; léebelé Qurana wi gihistiye roja iroyin. Ev Quran, di afiré dewér de, li tewleyan
hatiye vesartin. Wi ¢axi Quran di tewleyan de li biné erdé vedisartin u giha li ser
didane heywanan. Hinek hemayilén wi hene ku li cem Hesen in. Malbat nizane bé
ka ev hemayil yén wi bi xwe ne, yan ji hinekan jé re nivisine. Du heb pirtiikén wi
hebiine; navé yeké “Heyat 'ul-Heywan e”. Pirtikeke wi ya din ji hebiiye. Ew her

s

du ji li cem Hesen in.’
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ABSTRACT
Pherset Rosbeiani'
Helmuth von Moltke discovers Kurdistan
The celebrated General Field Marshall Helmuth von Moltke was a captain in service
of the Ottoman Sultan from 1835 to 1839. As the captain he was responsible for reor-
ganization of the Ottoman army and he also took part in the fights against the Kurds
in the east of the Ottoman Empire. In addition to the regular reports to his superiors
in the General Staff in Berlin and the Prussian embassy in Constantinople he wrote
a large number of letters to relatives and friends. The letters appeared in Berlin and
were entitled ,,Unter dem Halbmond”.
This paper examines the circumstances in which these letters emerged and addresses
questions about other correspondences of this kind which have not been published so
far. The paper also examines deviations emerging from the content which manifest
themselves in comparison with their official reports. Moltke was neither an orientalist
nor a Kurdolog, but he described the issues as an attentive researcher with much sym-
pathy for the Kurds who took part in the bloody campaigns. As one of the first in his

time, he drew a large realistic picture of Kurdistan. A piece of land and people, which

had a very unclear image in Europe at that time.
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ABSTRACT
Saadi Uthman Haruti'
Oral Literature As a Source for Writing the History of Kurdistan
Most communities practice oral literature and the Kurds are among the nations for
which this kind of literature is of great importance. The Kurdish oral literature gen-
erally confines to folk poetry and lyrical epics, especially the kind of singing called
(Lauk) in southern Kurdistan. Lauk describes real events that occurred in the past and
became a part of national memory. Some popular verses describe prominent events
in the history of Kurdistan, and they also memorized important details that are not
mentioned in historical sources. The folk verse, which talks about bravery of Bradost
Kurds and their leader (Khani Iape Zeren- Khan with the Golden hand) in (Castle
of Dim Dim) 1609, is an example of this kind of works. Some of other folk verses
which were told through centuries made some Kurdish historical figures immortal.
One such example is the princess of Soran (Khanzad), which was not mentioned in
any historical source, but we have learned about her story and prominent role in the
Emirate of Soran through some folk verses recently. Some of other verses and lyrical
epics provide us with a Kurdish viewpoint on the events, while the official sources
offer a different perspective. It is important to be careful while dealing with oral texts,

because some of them are mixed with myths and exaggerations.
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ABSTRACT
Azad Ubed Salih!

Hetwawi Kurd Magazine (1913-1914) and The Order of Its Issues.

The history of the Kurdish press shows political situation in Kurdistan which was
always invaded and divided into parts by different states. For a long time all kinds of
reference to the Kurdish issue were prohibited, and anyone who got any document or
archive of any Kurdish publication was arrested and killed by the respective author-
ities of the state in which they lived. Therefore, the history of the Kurdish press is
filled with many questions and complexities. That is why researchers need to work on
history of Kurdish press to figure out solutions to the existing problems. Hence, this
research discusses the circumstances in which the Kurdish magazine entitled Hetawi
Kurd was released. It was edited by a group of Kurdish students named Hevi Group
after the constitutional movement in Ottoman Empire. The group previously pub-
lished another magazine entitled the Kurdish day (Roji Kurd), In fact, four issues of
the magazine were released at the end of the same year. However, they issued Hetawi
Kurd after the authorities banned the Roji Kurd magazine. There is a disagreement
and debate between researchers regarding the history of Kurdish press. Hetawi Kurd
issues were published with numbers 1 up to 4, the next issue was 4 — 5, and then im-
mediately issue number 10 emerged. Finally, with sufficient documents and archives,
I believe I can prove that Hetawi Kurd was followed by the Roji Kurd, rather than
being two independent magazines; moreover, both of them published 10 issues from
June 1913 to June 1914.
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